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Foreword to the Second Edition 


This little book is the voice of a movement for 
securing to our children a lifelong harmony and 
happiness with God, and all the blessings that natu- 
rally arise out of such an experience. 

In certain respects, vital to the success of this 
purpose, the book differs from all others that have 
thus far dealt with the subject of child-religion. It 
gets back to God’s original plans and methods, which 
prove to be at once the simplest and the most strictly 
scientific of all that are known to us. To put these 
within the reach of all parents and workers with the 
young, the author has imagined himself to be con- 
versing in a series of pastoral visits with a Christian 
father and mother who are in sympathy with his 
- thought, but desire instruction. These parents are 
supposed to have a baby boy, whose life is followed 
to a certain stage at which the main result should 
appear; and an older boy, who furnishes the occa- 
sion of a brief discussion of child life beyond that 
line. The practical directions can be readily adapted 
to every case within the range of age indicated by 
the title. These adaptations are left to parental in- 
stinct and providential leading. The fullest treat- 
ment would still leave a need of the direct guidance 
of the Holy Spirit. To Him, in and beyond the use 
of the book, the reader is earnestly and affectionately 
commended. 

The “Movement” is so called because it is to be 
carried on by voluntary effort, with as little of or- 
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ganization as possible. The work is a part of the 
natural duty of the Christian church as a whole, and 
of the godly individual; and calls for no more than 
the proportion of interest and help that is due to its 
importance. All that is needed beyond this is an 
agency for the supply of the book and of such simple 
aids as will make the circulation and use of it as 
wide and useful as possible. No general membership 
or funds will be created; and, with no more of human 
provision than is here in mind, it will overtake the 
work of the gospel throughout the world. 

The first issue of the book, and the first form of 
the movement, were experimental. The improvement 
of both has followed, and they are now ready for 
effective service. ‘The revision of the book has re- 
moved certain lines of teaching which were not neces- 
sary to its main aims, and would have hindered its 
use by those who would not have accepted them. 
The ideas and: language have been cleared and sim- 
plified; and while the scientific aspects of the subject 
have been ever in the author’s mind, he has avoided 
the use of terms unfamilfar to the masses of the 
people. And, finally, he has kept steadily to the one 
matter of the child’s salvation. There are many 
good books in the market on the child’s health and 
education, and his various relations to the life about 
him, and to these the reader desiring such knowledge 
is courteously referred. 

It is advised that the book be first read as one 
would read an inspiring religious story, that so its 
leading conceptions and main practical points may 
be seized at once, and with ease. Then let it be 
read afresh, a chapter or a section at a time, and 
the children of the family or the class be studied in 
the light of it. 
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CHAPTER I 


God’s Will for the Child 


Ah! Here is a dear babe, bright and sweet, 
healthy and hearty! I rejoice with you. God grant 
that you may long enjoy him, and that he may bring 
you nothing but blessing! 

The best of wishes, however, cannot fulfill them- 
selves. Let me help you, to the best of my power, to 
secure their fulfillment. 

First, then, realize that this dear child belongs to 
God in the highest and largest sense. Next, he has 
rights of his own, second only to those of his heavenly 
Father. ‘Then he belongs to you, to be, for a time, 
subject to you; but his relations to you are created 
to serve the purposes of God and his own good before 
your own advantage. All these interests, however, 
are bound up together; and while you are taking care 
of God’s rights and the child’s, you are most surely 
securing your own. 

For your part God gives you such native powers 
of mind and heart as you will need, but especially 
parental love. This love is to be like His own in its 
view and spirit and aim. In proportion to your love 
for your child and its likeness to the love of God, will 
be your ability to bless his life now and for ever. 
God will enable and guide, and you will be “workers 
together with Him.” 

With these rights in mind, and for the very pur- 
pose of taking care of them all, God wiils, first, last, 
and always, your child’s salvation. Mark that I did 
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not say conversion. That is only for one who has, 
of his own will, gone away from God, and so is called 
to turn back to Him with repentance and faith for the 
pardon, the cleansing, and the new life made neces- 
sary by that consciously sinful past. This is not your 
child’s case. But, in common with the race, he needs 
salvation; the work of grace that saves him before 
conversion is possible, and will, if he so wills, keep 
him right with God through all his hfe. This is the 
only complete idea of salvation. 

Such a complete experience divides naturally into 
two periods; the first, within which the child—not 
being capable either of responsible sin or of doing 
what, if he were a responsible sinner, he would have 
to do to get right—is saved by God without any care 
of his own; and the second, the rest of life, in which 
he is saved because, through grace, he gives himself 
to God at its opening, for that end, and wills to be 
always and fully devoted to His will. Let us call that 
experience the unbroken relation. It is God’s will for 
every child. The need of conversion, as I have al- 
ready said, comes only with a turning from God, 
which should never arise. If it does, the fault is not 
with God, but somewhere on the human side. 

If, at any time within that second period, your 
child should break with God, will he not get damage 
to his soul, and that in the measure of the taking and 
the lasting of that wrong life? Suppose that he 
comes back to God in his early teens: will the life 
that follows, however earnest, be all that it might 
have been? I came back at fifteen; and, though I 
had been brought up by faithful Christian parents 
and had not fallen into open vice, my conversion was 
harder than it need have been, and weaknesses were 
left which I have had to watch and fight against ever 


8 


GOD’S WILL FOR THE CHILD 


since. If I had never gone astray I should have 
avoided the stress and vexation, and been a better 
man to-day. I cannot-undo the wrong, or recall the 
lost good. I can only be sorry. Can such an experi- 
ence be the will of God for your child? 

But you could not be sure that he would come 
back then, or ever. That life without salvation might 
easily run on through the years with its loss of good 
and piling up of sin. Is not that the common ex- 
perience? Do not flatter yourselves that this is not 
possible to your child. No matter how good an in- 
heritance you may give him, he has in him all the 
possibilities of a sinner for damage in this world, and 
of a hopelessly evil and lost spirit in the world to 
come. He ought to go up, but he may go down. I 
have seen a series of pictures with a sweet child face 
and, stretching across the page from this, two sets 
of studies: the upper showing the same under the 
growth of noble character in the stages of life; the 
lower showing the influence of increasing wickedness 
_ and degradation, until the contrast between the beau- 
tiful and the loathsome in old age was startling. And 
is not heaven the progress beyond this life, upward 
and for ever, of the right course, and hell the eternal 
progress downward of the wrong? 

What the experience of your child shall be does 
not only concern himself. Think of what it will 
mean to you, to whom, of all his earthly friends, the 
vision has most of joy or terror. And everybody 
about him is concerned. He will make the world 
either a better or a worse place for you all to live in. 
Above all, it touches God. You cannot imagine Him 
as looking upon this child of His and yours and say- 
ing: “I have great and eternal rights in him as his 
Creator-Father. I have suffered in My Son on the 
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cross, and am working in him by My Spirit all the 
time, that he may be saved; but it is the usual way 
down there for the children to go out into sin, and 
he will do as the others have done in all the ages. 
All My love may be wasted. I must be content for 
Satan to have him for a time, perhaps for ever.” 
And yet, frankly, have we not in the Christian home 
and church been talking and acting as if this was the 
only thing possible? But God will not be content 
with less than the whole of his life and love and serv- 
ice, or less than the whole of blessing possible to him, 
and to earth and heaven through him. This is your 
will, too; but ponder and pray over it until your souls 
are set with all their powers to the purpose of His 
infinite love. 
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CHAPTER II 
God’s Will for the Parent 


God does great things in direct ways for the sal- 
vation of your child; but He also calls in human 
helpers. Yo you He gives the chief place, with the 
earliest and largest opportunity of influence. This 
brings duty and responsibility, of course; but also 
high privilege and great blessing. No one else has 
a right to that first place as long as you can hold it. 
Thank God every day of your lives for all this, and 
resolve that you will make the best possible use of 
your rights. 

Unsaved parents, not valuing the honor, may be 
glad to think that, because of their unfitness for help- 
ing their children, they are free from the obligation ; 
but they are not. They ought to be Christians and 
ready for God’s will. ‘Their failure is a wrong to 
Him, to their children, and to themselves. I am glad 
that you are not in their case. 

When I hear a son of godly parents say that the 
Rev. Mr. led him to the Saviour, I am glad for 
the parson, but sorry for the parents. It will always 
be true that, whatever else they did for him, they did 
not lead him into his highest good. Do not leave 
this to me or any other minister. What right have 
T to the strongest gratitude of your child? God has 
given me a duty and privilege of my own, which I am 
doing and enjoying, in part, at this moment, in show- 
ing yours to you. But I will not usurp your place, 
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the right of those who gave him birth. So ought 
every Christian worker to feel. 

Again, you rightly wish that while he is growing 
up and, most of all, when he is choosing his friends, 
his wife, and his life calling, he shall give you his 
frank and full confidence. Now, if you will minister 
to his inner life from the beginning so steadily and 
wisely that he will talk freely to you about it, and 
also help him to form right judgments for himself, 
you will do more to insure his turning to you at such 
times than by all other means if your power. 

All that I have said is justified by experience. 
Nearly forty years ago the Lord gave us our first- 
born, a daughter, and, with her, these beliefs. We 
dedicated her to Him at: birth, and did whatever else 
occurred to us as helpful to His purpose. To her 
mother fell the larger opportunity and the supreme 
privilege of bringing the young spirit to its high de- 
cision when a little less than five years old. A simple 
talk, applying the earlier teaching and leading to the 
plain issue, was followed by prayer, and during this 
the “great transaction” was done. It was not a con- 
version, for she was not turning from a life of con- 
scious sin; but it held all the elements of a conver- 
sion that were necessary to her state, and brought 
into her life all the good effects. The proofs were 
immediate and positive; and the relation with God, 
then confirmed, has never been broken. To-day, as a 
mother, she is leading her children in the same blessed 
way, with a clear remembrance of God’s dealings with 
her own soul to encourage her. 

Did so early a devotion spoil her childhood? Cer- 
tainly not; why should it? Her life was entirely 
natural and weil balanced, with no notion of being 
superior or advanced, but simply enjoying the influ- 
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ence proper to the love of God and goodness in forms 
of child experience. She entered with a keen relish 
into the innocent pleasures of youth; but her happi- 
ness did not depend on them, and she never craved. 
the doubtful or dangerous. 

The opportunity. did not come again. Our only 
other child passed from us in infancy, but left us 
with a joyful interest in another side of the same 
blessed truth. Of this I will speak later. 

Do you wonder that we became enthusiasts on 
this subject of the unbroken relation? “Very un- 
usual!” did you say? ‘True, sadly true! but there 
was nothing, either in methods or results, that is not 
equally within your reach and use. In all the years 
since past we have seen nothing to show that we were 
mistaken in believing that the experience should be 
the privilege of all parents. 

Come, then, into entire agreement with God’s 
loving will for you and your child; and not merely 
in what you believe, but also in what you are willing 
to be and to do to His great end. Say now, and with 
all your hearts: “All Thy will, Father, all Thy will 
for our child, and for us in our duty to him.” Can 
you, dare you, say less? No, indeed! You gladly 
set your whole natures to seek and to do that good 
will. it is well. God will honor your course, ex- 
perience will justify it. 
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Natural Development from Birth to 
Accountability 


You ask what is the earliest time at which your 
child can really decide this greatest issue. You have 
already seen that his life, as related to his salvation, 
will divide into two periods. The line between these 
will be drawn at the point at which he becomes capa- 
ble of choosing rightly between good and evil, and 
justly accountable to God for his choosing. Let us 
call that line the threshold of accountability. 

Your child was born with a moral nature. This, 
like his body and mind, is in a state of infancy. By 
its growth he is every moment drawing nearer to the 
threshold. When will he reach it? I cannot say. 
Age does not settle it; a lifelong idiot never becomes 
accountable. Nor size; for a dwarf would be just as 
accountable as a giant. So we must see him simply 
in the moral view; and call this first period of his 
life the period of moral infancy. 

For the choosing of good and refusing of evil 
your child will need both to know about these and 
to judge of what he knows; and these powers will 
only come to him gradually, with the growth of his 
mind and moral nature, and by what he is taught 
and observes for himself. But beyond what you are 
required to teach him, God will give him direct in- 
struction by His Holy Spirit, in ways suited to his 
needs and powers. He will, at some early time, be- 
come accountable for obeying the inward voice which 
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says “You ought” and “You ought not,” and which 
we call conscience. That voice represents God for the 
child who as yet knows nothing about Him. It is his 
thinking and feeling about the right and wrong of 
things, and depends, for its right working, upon the 
guidance of the Holy Spirit. It can be hindered by 
wrong teaching and other evil influences; and it can 
be helped, beyond the direct teaching of the Spirit, by 
human teaching inspired of Him, as all right teaching 
surely is. So his conscience will grow with knowledge 
and moral capacity and make itself more and more 
felt, until his mind can rightly instruct his spirit, 
and join with it to direct his will in its greatest act 
of choice, and in all after choosing. That he does 
not understand it matters nothing. When first he 
hears it say “You ought,” and does what it prompts 
him to do, the same voice will say “That is right,” 
and he will be satisfied and happy; as also when he 
refrains from doing what the voice forbids. We call 
_ that the approval of conscience. But if he disobeys, 
the voice will say, “That is wrong,” and he will be 
dissatisfied and unhappy. Not only in words and 
deeds, but also in thought and feelings, motives and 
purposes, good will be approved and evil condemned. 
Your child’s conscience will at first be tender; it can 
be kept true and sensitive by setting it Godward from 
the beginning, and protecting it from whatever could 
draw it from its loyal course. 

Your child will also need the conscious will-power 
to make and carry out the right choice, and resist suc- 
cessfully the temptation to any other. Here, too, God 
will work by His Spirit: not forcing the child’s will, 
but guiding and enabling it to follow His direction. 
He will, at some time, find out that everything affect- 
ing his mind and heart is either right or wrong; that 
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he knows how to find out which it is; that he ought 
to do right, and can do it; that he ought not to do 
wrong, and need not do it. He will use that power, 
and his course will be set by his choice; but only by 
grace can he make a right choice, and then he will 
need divine help to carry it out. Then his moral 
accountability will have begun. 

There is also a Christian accountability which 
will come to your child when he has learned enough 
of Christianity to know that he ought to embrace it, 
and that to reject it would be sinful. He can be so 
taught that, by the time he reaches the broader moral 
form of the experience, he can avail himself fully of 
the grace needed to save and keep him under the new 
conditions. Both forms may be deferred by parental 
neglect, but no advantage can be gained by this. Bet- 
ter that accountability should come earlier to the child 
made ready for it, than later to the young life un- 
prepared. 

Next, inheritance. The general influence of this 
for good or evil is beyond our time to discuss; but 
there is one line which we are certain about, and dare 
not ignore. A distinct weakness and tendency toward 
evil has come down from our first parents, of which 
the sad proofs are plain and positive in all the genera- 
tions. ‘The Scriptures teach or assume it everywhere. 
Every child shares that tendency to the measure of 
his moral capacity, though the extent to which he can 
show it in moral infancy is limited. A common ex- 
ample is anger. I do not mean the outcry under pain 
or excitement due to nervous disease, or reasonable 
feeling against wrong, but simply plain bad temper. 
This and deceit and selfishness, and other things of 
like sort, may be but perversions or excesses of natural 
and necessary powers; but they are sins in the ac- 
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countable, and no less surely evils in the moral in- 
fant. It may be well to use the word sin only as to 
that which is consciously wrong and blameworthy, 
but the case remains as it was. Some say that they 
are unmoral, and, as an example in proof, that a 
scratching by a little child in anger is of no more 
“moral significance” than if it had been done by a 
kitten. If by this is meant that such things are of 
no moral consequence, it is not true. The kitten has 
no moral nature and never will have, however trained ; 
but the child is on the way to moral accountability, 
and will, if spared, reach it, whether trained or not. 
The evil of the malice in the child is none the less 
real because God does not call him to account for it; 
and there is a moral significance which becomes plain 
when we reflect that he may now form habits of feel- 
ing and action that will lead to sins of the same kind 
beyond the threshold. We are always hearing about 
the ease with which the child mind can be molded for 
good or evil, and our responsibility for helping the 
one and checking the other. We must not, then, be- 
little the importance of conduct in that first period 
of character making. And let us keep the evil in- 
heritance always in view. When you face the later 
issues you will be glad that you did not leave it out 
of your thought. 
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God and Other Powers Touching 
4 the Child’s Salvation 


What will God do directly for your child while 
he cannot do anything for himself? Just what He 
has done and is doing for all the race. The child 
comes, from first to last, entirely within God’s general 
plan of salvation; and he is saved at this moment 
only because Christ has redeemed him by His blood, 
and the Holy Spirit has given him spiritual life. 
Here is the ground of all your hopes for him. 

But God makes a difference in applying the prin- 
ciples and provision of salvation to the case of the 
moral infant, as compared with that of an account- 
able sinner, who must turn from his sin to Him by a 
new and right choice, with repentance and faith as 
the natural and ordained means of approach. Now, 
since the infant is not capable of such moral choice 
as is necessary to sinning, or of dealing with such 
evils as belong to his life in any way to satisfy God, 
He, in simple justice, adapts the working of His plan 
to the child’s state, and gives His full mercy and 
grace to him, without conditions, until the threshold 
of accountability is reached. What could be more 
natural or reasonable? 

When a sinner is truly converted he is conscious 
of the change, and the fruits of it are plain to all 
around him. What is wrought in the moral infant 
that answers to this? That which is done in the one 
case is done in the other, with no difference in the 
immediate result and the personal experience save 
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that which must needs arise out of their differences 
of mental and moral capacity. But what of the evils 
we find in the child? Should they not be prevented 
by divine power in these infant days? God does not 
prevent them in the accountable believer. In both 
‘the conduct is under the control of the will, which is 
influenced by the inherited weakness, and by good 
and evil powers from without. God respects the 
freedom of the will even in the child. 

Then, since such evils are permitted, how does 
God regard them? Just as He does the evils of 
ignorance in a believer, who, however faithful in 
intention, often does things that are wrong, not re- 
alizing their character. If he finds this out later, 
he not only regrets them, but seeks pardon and cleans- 
ing of God. He believes that he commits many such 
that are never found out, and these unknown he takes, 
with the known, to the mercy seat, and is sure that 
all are alike pardoned and purged. Now, the evils 
of the moral infant are wrought with his will, but in 
ignorance; and since he cannot yet deal with them 
as the believer does with his, they are pardoned and 
purged by God without any action on his part. 

While not compelling your child to a mechanical 
obedience, God in His Spirit is working all the time 
in his baby nature in every way that His perfect wis- 
dom can see will encourage him to good and check 
him from evil, apart from the forcing of his will. 
Whatever is necessary to his complete salvation in 
moral infancy God will do in him as well as for him. 
However little we may know of His way, we may be 
sure that there is no danger of His failing; and there 
need be no greater difficulty in believing in the reality 
and fullness of the Spirit’s work in his case than in 
that of a sanctified adult. 
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Does not all this wealth of grace glorify the little 
ones in our view? Even the babe of the most de- 
graded is worth more than the whole world in God’s 
sight, and should be so in ours. Whether in the 
cradle or the coffin, our most certain and blessed 
thought of them is that they are God’s children. 

But we must not forget that there are other 
powers in the life around your child that can help 
or hinder his salvation. 

Besides yourselves, there are good people who will 
encourage him to the love of God and good, while the 
evil will be ready to lure him away from that love. 
Remember there is no influence that is neutral. 

Then, there are angels and fiends, unseen, but 
none the less real and powerful. The hosts of God 
love your child with a love like His, and are con- 
stantly caring for him. But Satan and his hosts are 
as eager to destroy his soul. That is beyond their 
power at this stage; but they will do all they can 
to make snares of his natural instincts, and stifle or 
warp his growing conscience, and so to mold his 
thought, feeling, and will that, at the threshold, he 
shall thwart the loving purpose of God, disappoint 
you, and take his way to perdition. 

The powers of good and evil are contending for 
the possession of this tiny being with whom your 
affections and hopes and fears are bound up. His 
will is already being drawn this way and that, al- 
though he cannot understand the changes of impulse 
which arise daily within him. You know and rejoice 
that he is safe within this period; but you earnestly 
hope for a longer life. It is for that later, account- 
able time that the fight is being made; and you must 
make God’s great purpose yours, in all its fullness, to 
prevent that turning of his heart from Him that then 
becomes possible. 20 


CHAPTER V 


What Did Jesus Teach? 


If what I have thus far said is true, it will be 
found to agree with our Saviour’s teachings on the 
subject: for though He did not make a formal and 
full doctrinal statement of the case of the little child, 
it is certain that whatever He taught was according 
to His perfect knowledge of the divine purposes and 
plans. 

Let us then read in the Bible the story of His 
blessing the little children, as told in Matt. xix, 13- 
15: Mark x, 13-16; and Luke xviii, 15-17; and fa- 
miliar to us. We need only dwell upon His ever- 
memorable words of encouragement: “Suffer the 
little children to come unto Me, and forbid them not, 
for of such is the kingdom of heaven,” as Matthew 
gives them; or, “of God,” as in Mark and Luke. The 
American Revision reads: “To such belongeth the 
kingdom.” This gives a different view, but does not 
alter the teaching; for those who belong to the king- 
dom also possess it. The same Teacher said: “The 
kingdom of God is within you” (Luke xvii, 21). This 
kingdom consists of those who are saved and there- 
fore loyal to God. Wherever even only one of these 
is, there is the kingdom, in his heart and life. 

It is usual to explain the saying by what Mark 
and Luke show Him to have added, that: ““Whosoever 
shall not receive the kingdom of God as a little child, 
he shall not enter therein.” This accords with His 
action and teaching when the twelve apostles had 
been disputing “which of them should be the great- 
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est” in the kingdom (Matt. xviii, 1-3; Mark ix, 33- 
37; Luke ix, 46-48). His imemdiate purpose was to 
correct their false notions, and save them from wrong 
ambitions; but the way He took to do this reveals 
somewhat of the spiritual possibilities of the children. 
He called to Him a little child and said: “Except ye 
be converted” (revisions read “turn’’) “and become as 
little children, ye shall not enter into the kingdom 
of heaven” (to say nothing of being great in it). 
“Whosoever, therefore, shall humble himself as this 
little child, the same is greatest in the kingdom of 
heaven.” “Whosoever shall receive one such” (revi- 
sions add “little”) “child in‘My name receiveth Me.” 
And to this He added, either immediately (as Mat- 
thew gives it) or later (as Mark ix, 42 and Luke xvii, 
2): “But whoso shall offend” (revisions read “cause 
to stumble”) “one of these little ones which believe 
in me, it were better for him that a millstone were 
hanged about his neck and that he were drowned in 
the depth of the sea.” 

From these incidents, taken together, we may find 
certain plain teachings. First, as to the case of the 
children whom Christ blessed; we may be sure that 
these themselves belonged to the kingdom. He did 
not specify the grounds on which His statement 
rested; but we are not left to assume, as so many 
seem to do, that they belonged to it simply because 
they were of a humble and trustful spirit; for that 
is not all that is necessary to salvation, as see John 
ili, 3, 5, 7; where he has made it plain that spiritual 
life is the condition of belonging to it, and this is 
as true for the moral infant as for anybody. Now, 
this regeneration, which comes to the accountable sin- 
ner in conversion, comes to the child with his ex- 
istence, so that he is as truly “twice-born,” of the 
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flesh and of the Spirit, as any one can be, and all the 
benefits of the new birth are his. 

From the terms used in the gospels, we judge that 
some, if not all, were moral infants. Matthew calls 
them “little children;” Mark, “young” (revisions, 
“Jittle”) “children ;” and Luke, “infants” (revisions, 
“babes”). If, then, we understand Christ as mean- 
ing that they were in His kingdom because of the 
provision of grace for their state, all difficulty dis- 
appears. ‘Then, too, we can see the strongest reason 
for His blessing them, and why the receiving of such 
in His name, or as belonging to Him, would be the 
receiving of Himself; for here is no reference to 
kindness to children for mere humanity’s sake. And 
if their only relation to Him was that of possible fu- 
ture subjects whenever they should enter the kingdom 
by conscious choice, His indignation at the disciples’ 
efforts to turn them away could not be explained on 
the grounds given by Himself. If any among those 
who were brought had reached accountability, they 
must have been child believers; for if they had been 
otherwise He could not have said truly that of such 
was His kingdom. 

As to the second case: the Saviour’s words, 
“which believe in Me,” declare plainly the spiritual 
standing of the little one before Him as a child 
believer. His warning to all who might cause such 
an one to stumble is consistent with this view, whereas 
nothing of their doing could disturb the saved state 
of a moral infant. And what a rebuke is given to 
our false notions of the incapacity of little children 
for the spiritual because of their limited years and 
knowledge, when our Lord declares to His adult dis- 
ciples that they must become like this child believer 
in order to enter His kingdom. 
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Matthew (xviii, 10) records another teaching in 
which Christ warned His hearers: “Take heed that 
ye despise not one of these little ones, for I say unto 
you, that in heaven their angels do always behold the 
face of My Father.” The angels He spoke of are not 
the spirits of children who have died, for the word 
He used means those who minister to others, as it is 
used for the pastors of the Seven Churches of Asia 
(Rey. I, II, III), and for God’s heavenly messengers 
throughout the New Testament without exception. 
So we may safely assume that these are angels ap- 
pointed to care for the little ones, in number and 
forms of service according to. their need. Christ spoke 
of this to show the value of the children in His Fa- 
ther’s sight. It is pleasing, of course, to think of 
them as the subjects of angelic guidance and protec- 
tion; but they are only so because they are the sub- 
jects of the infinitely higher interest of the God whom 
the angels supremely love and serve. 

Immediately upon this Christ gave the parable of 
“The Lost Sheep” (Matt. xviii, 12), and applied it 
by: “Even so” (if a man will be so concerned for the 
rescue of a straying sheep, you may be sure that) “it 
is not the will of your Father who is in heaven that 
one of these little ones should perish.” Here (how- 
ever many others may be included within the “little 
ones”) the child is seen, in his early accountability, 
as in the same danger from temptation as the rest 
of the race; and therefore to be the subject of spir- 
itual help, human as well as divine. He is com- 
mended to our sympathy and interest on the ground 
of his peril. 

We find, then, that, though the divine Teacher 
did not declare the doctrine of our earlier discussions 
in like manner and terms, none of His direct teach- 
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ings contradict or even qualify these, but are all in 
harmony with them and support them. If you ask 
why Christ did not deal more directly and fully with 
the case of the child, I answer that His treatment of 
it, in proportion and method, was in keeping with 
His usual course. The truth on this subject as He 
taught it was to be extracted from sermon and par- 
able, conversation and act, and taken with other 
truth given by the divinely inspired men who came 
before and followed after Him, and all of it to be 
viewed in the light of the laws of nature and natural 
affection. It was left to us to search out all that can 
be learned from these sources, and to set in order for 
ourselves a complete and consistent line of faith and 
duty. The obligations so discovered are none the 
less binding when we fail, through neglect, to find 
them. 
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Dedication 


Having satisfied yourselves that the unbroken re- 
lation is God’s will for your child, and that He wills 
that you shall be the chief human agents in bringing 
it to pass, you naturally want to know next how to 
go about your part of this blessed service. 

As the fully saved life- divides into two periods, 
so also does his moral infancy. The first will reach 
from his birth until he knows God; and with this 
we will now deal. Do you wonder what can be done 
without his knowing God? You will soon know that 
nothing can be more helpful to him than the work 
that belongs to this very time. 

(Your first duty is dedication. The child is God’s 
by creation and salvation. He has given him to you. 
Give him now to God,! Say to Him in plain words 
that you do so. Praise Him for all that He has done, 
and for the future good assured. Dwell upon these 
until His Spirit fills you with joy and gratitude; 
until the greatness of your opportunity shall lead 
you to a due sense of the greatness of your responsi- 
bility. Then you will realize that only by His grace 
and power can you meet this; and then you will so 
pray for the divine will to be wrought in you and in 
your child that your dedication shall be a very real 
thing. 

What will God do in response to this that He 
would not have done without it? I answer that dedi- 
cation is an act of love and faith. You love and trust 
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God, and want your child to love and trust. Him. 
You love your child and want him to enjoy all spir- 
itual good. In these ways you reflect God’s will. 
He has already given him saving grace, and will add 
such other help as he may at any time need. But 
He has reserves of blessing which are only called out 
by us in prayer. Why should you not draw upon 
these? And, during the budding time and days of 
first growth, He can give good in forms unseen by 
you and with effects that you cannot measure. By 
such help the child can—though without knowing 
why—be enabled to feel and think more deeply and 
clearly about the spiritual than he would otherwise 
have done. If he could pray for this, would not God 
grant it to him? And since he cannot, will not God 
so bless him in answer to your prayers? By so much 
of good in providence and grace as can come to him 
by your dedication will he be the gainer, and by so 
much the loser if you neglect it. 

Does the Bible help us here? Read the story of 
Hannah in the first chapters of 1 Samuel. Did God 
do anything special for Samuel during his moral in- 
fancy? Was not that beautiful confidence which 
answered to the call of the Unseen, “Speak, for thy 
servant heareth,” given him in such large measure 
when he was first learning to trust? While con- 
science was forming, were not the clearness and ten- 
derness given which, in his old age, made him able 
to challenge Israel as to his faithfulness? He might 
have been a good and useful man without dedication ; 
he was, doubtless, a better and more useful man be- 
cause of it. Modern experience offers many examples 
with proofs of great blessing. 

Give your child to God to be helped and used as 
He sees fit. If you feel drawn out in spirit to ask 
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for something beyond the common right, qualify your 
prayer with a full submission to the divine will. 
That is the sort of trust that God most highly blesses. 
If what you want is according to His will, your child 
will the more surely get it for your asking; if it is 
not, there is something better which His love and 
wisdom will give instead. So do not be afraid to 
bring all your wishes for your child to the heavenly 
Father. You can only satisfy Him, as parents, when 
you have done all that you can do; and a dedication, 
if always maintained, is no trifling item in the list 
of possibles. 

But why not wait until the child can give himself 
to God; and, by doing the duty then, help him to 
do his? I answer that you can help him better by 
doing it at birth, for then you can tell him, as soon 
as he can understand, “When you were a wee baby 
we gave you to God, and have prayed every day since 
that you may love Him and give yourself to Him.” 
Will not all this past interest deeply impress him, and 
help him to a right decision? Will not your wish 
and prayer at the threshold have more influence be- 
cause of it? 

Finally, will you not do all your other duties 
right through more heartily and steadily for such 
an act at the beginning? From time to time you 
will be tempted to slacken your efforts under the pres- 
sure of the thousand and one cares of daily life. Then 
you will remember, and will set inferior things firmly 
aside, saying, “I must keep my word with my God 
for my child.” With other efforts in keeping, this 
consecration will do much to insure both the easiest 
ane most thorough carrying out of the designs of 

od. 
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CHAPTER VII 


Training: Its Necessity, Purposes, 


and Methods 


We have seen that at the threshold your child 
will come into the power and responsibility of choos- 
ing his own course. God and the good will have been 
influencing his will toward lifelong godliness; the 
power of evil will have been working to have him 
ready for revolt. The crisis will be none the less real 
and serious because he may not know it to be such. 
The vast mass of our children so pass it, and mainly 
because their parents or friends, who ought to have 
known, did not know; or, knowing, did not help 
them in their ignorance. The child who does net 
‘see it as a crisis may take no conscious or positive 
action; but it is with him, and will last until his 
choice is settled in the one way or the other. A sin, 
then possible; conscience chiding, and the Spirit of 
God calling him to repent and return; if he will not 
heed, he makes his choice in that, a very common, 
way. But, seen or unseen by him, foreseen or for- 
gotten by you, he will in some way make it. It will 
be a fork in the pathway of his life; he must needs 
take the right or the wrong road. I cannot too car- 
nestly insist on the reality of this. 

But are there no exceptions? Yes; some chil- 
dren grow up in a Christian life without a memory 
of crisis or decision. I have met with such whose 
proofs were beyond doubt. They followed the leading 
of the Spirit, their wills agreeing with the will of 
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God, and dealing rightly and promptly with sin as it 
arose. The crisis came; they passed it hand in hand 
with God. But, in nearly forty years of observation, 
I have not found half a dozen cases that strictly an- 
swered to this account. All the rest of those who 
could claim the unbroken relation had at some time 
consciously faced and settled the question. They 
varied in clearness as to the time; but they were 
alike in being certain of the fact and fruits; and 
almost all had been led directly thereto by parents 
or friends. In every case there had been human 
agency, and, generally, much of it. I have neither 
heard nor read anything to correct my belief. We 
have no right to hope that a humanly neglected child 
will drift along with God through life. A thousand 
chances to one he will drift away from Him. 

So far, then, from being content with anything 
so vague and chancy as this, realize that, for the life- 
long loyalty to God and fullness of blessing which 
you seek for your child, his view cannot be too clear, 
his issue too seriously taken, his decision too positive, 
or the way of his taking it too impressive. Jor such 
a life course he cannot be too earnestly or thoroughly 
committed within the range of his natural powers. 
That I do not advise you to make it an unnatural 
or unreasonable burden, you will see as I proceed; 
but I am protesting against everything tending to 
weakness, unreality, and failure; and the more be- 
cause some advisers are encouraging the belief that 
a mere recognition by the child and his parents of 
his saved state in early life has in it impulse enough 
for all good ends; that not only is conversion un- 
necessary to him, but even any kind of committal of 
himself to God. Now you want your child at that 
time to realize his case clearly and say with all his 
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heart: “God has saved me thus far. If I had died 
He would have taken me to live with Him in heaven 
for ever. He wants to save me still. I love Him for 
being so kind to me,” and then turn to his future 
and say: “I will now go on to be His good boy, and 
live always to please Him.” 

What can you further do to secure this? God 
answers you in Prov. xxii, 6: “Train up a child in 
the way he should go, and when he is old he will not 
depart from it.” Here “train” means to make nar- 
row or limit; and refers to “way,” which here means 
to be trodden, and path would be nearer to our use. 
In a moral sense it is a course of life. The training 
of the child is to keep him in the well-marked path 
in which he will walk with God and reach His heaven. 

The failures of many who have done what they 
believed was best for their children may seem to throw 
doubt on the assurance that the child rightly brought 
up will not depart from the way. There is error in 
all such cases—not with God however, but with our 
weak and foolish humanity. Such error may arise 
in our aims or our methods, or in both. As to the 
aim: how many parents seek more than love and 
obedience to themselves, a greatness of this world, 
a success that ends with a lot of money? How few 
have chiefly, or even seriously, In mind the glory of 
God and the highest and eternal good of the child? 
Others try to make their training religious without 
being Christian, and to reach their ends without 
Christ or the Holy Spirit in any saving work for, or 
in, the child. What hope of success can these have? 
Sometimes the aim is right, but the child’s other 
needs are not understood, or the methods used are 
not suited to the ends sought. Until the child has 
had the largest opportunity in G'od’s way, his friends 
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have no right to question the truth of the Word as 
quoted. 

You have chosen for your aims, however, the pur- 
poses of God, and are seeking to know His methods. 
Now, fix your hearts and thoughts and means upon 
these, and keep your training, during his moral in- 
fancy, to those forms that will do most to insure his 
staying with God from the threshold onward. Take 
all care, of course, of his body and mind. Remember 
also that God wants him to be a real, natural child. 
There is nothing in either to hinder the course I ad- 
vise, but everything to help it. He will gain greatly 
by it, not only in the highest sense and at first, but 
also in getting ready for school, social, business, and 
public life, for which this training will make the best 
mental grounding. The earlier his moral principles 
and spiritual experience are settled on the only safe 
foundation, the less will they be in danger of being 
disturbed by contact with the evi! of the world. 

God wills that both of you, and not either alone, 
shall bring up this child. Study yourselves, there- 
fore: your characters, qualities, and powers as re- 
lated to your work. The very differences between you 
will serve to a true success if you so resolve. Take 
God as your pattern, for He combines the father’s 
strength with the mother’s tenderness. You can 
safely follow the perfect lines of His Parenthood and 
His Word. You cannot live too holy a life, or be in 
too close or constant touch with Him. Make all mat- 


- 


ters, as they arise, the subjects of praise and prayer.* 


In everything about which there is not plain direc- 

tion in His Word, pray for special guidance, and wait 

for this rather than act in haste. Test whatever 

come to you, after such praying, by the Word, and 

if it agrees with this, and grows to clear conviction of 
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duty, do not hesitate to follow it. Let the home be 
full of the sense of God’s presence, and its life ruled 
by the love of Him and each other. 

What are to be the chief aims in your training? 
Seek just what God now wants of you, His older 
children, and will want of your child by and by: 
three forms of response—love, trust, and obedience. 
These have had their start in his moral nature with 
the spiritual life given him by the Holy Spirit. He 
will need them at the threshold to set him heartily 
to his right course. They are vital to his true in- 
terests. The love will lead him to love what God 
loves, and the trust to believe what He declares, and 
both to refuse whatever is contrary to His will and 
Word. Out of such love and trust will spring a glad 
and acceptable obedience. Hence the Spirit calls you 
to work with Him to make these the ruling powers of 
the child’s life. 

What as to methods? Here again are three: 
First, teaching; the giving of knowledge by precept 
and example. Secondly, discipline; by what is done 
to him and borne by him, or done by him under your 
direction. Thirdly, personal influence; arising out 
of your own intense love, strong faith, and glad obe- 
dience toward God and your regard for the welfare of 
your child; together creating a faithful and joyous 
life, in which he will see reality, blessedness, and 
greatness in such measure as no other means could 
convey. By teaching and discipline you keep the 
good before him and the evil away from him; but, 
however carefully these are used, they will fail to 
meet his needs if he cannot feel sure that they are 
given because his parents love both God and himself. 
So use them all, and each at its best. 


33 


CHAPTER VIII 


Training Before the Child Knows 
God 


It is God’s will that this first period shall be as 
full of helpful influence for your child as any that 
shall follow; and your part is to so train him to love 
and trust and obey you now that, when his heavenly 
Father shall come into his view, he shall be ready to 
go gladly to Him with a like love, trust, and obedience. 
In the meantime the divine working, in the wonder- 
ful ways of the Spirit, will always be going on within 
him, and will help you in attaching him to yourselves 
as surely as when, later, you are turning him directly 
to his God. For these are equally parts of a perfect 
plan; and the measure of your success with this first 
will be as you keep the second before your vision. 
And, with this made sure, the more closely you bind 
him to yourselves to-day, the more easily and strongly 
will you be able to bind him to the infinite Father 
to-morrow. So set your hearts and bend your powers 
to these purposes. 

Now to your training: and, first, you want his 
love. You do not have to wait until you can tell him 
in words how much you love him to make him believe 
it and love you in return. Your smiles and caresses 
will do that; and when, by and by, you say a hearty, 
“I love you, boy,” he will soon learn the meaning of 
the word “love.” Trust will come next. He will be- 
lieve in you, in his baby way, because it will be plain 
that you love him. In both your personal influence 
will be the great teacher. 
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Obedience must first be taught by discipline. 
He will soon find that you have power, and that he 
has to depend upon you. He is placed where you see 
fit, and cannot get away, but must wait until you 
take him up. By such experiences, repeated many 
times before he can please himself, he learns obedience 
by necessity. 

Soon will appear the signs of a will, which must 
be brought under discipline at once, even more for 
the good of the child than for your comfort. I do 
not mean that it must be crushed; but it must be 
directed and, if necessary, corrected. A child robbed 
of all will by harshness is a pitiable object, but one 
whose will has never been disciplined is even more to 
be pitied. If your child could know better than you 
what is good for him, and had the power to get and 
use it wisely, you might leave him to his own judg- 
ment. But these are as yet beyond him. 

Many difficulties with the will arise in the days 
of infancy, varying with different children in number 
and obstinacy, but generally enough to call out all 
the powers of the trainers. They may be very simple, 
but their influence will be far-reaching. I remember 
how my daughter came to her first battle when four 
months old. She took up a trick of putting her hand 
between her face and her mother’s breast when suck- 
ling, which prevented her from reaching her food 
supplies, and then—worry. Her mother had to judge 
which was best for the babe, the trick or the feeding, 
and decided for the feeding. The tiny hand had to 
be put away again and again, and there was much 
stubborn fighting in baby way before her mother won 
the victory. Typical, that, of all perverse life. Very 
tenderly, but very firmly, must all such ways be dealt 
with, else that will, growing stronger with age, and 
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even more by getting its own way, will clamor more 
and more for that way; at first with those in sight, . 
later with the unseen God, and so—misery; and 
finally, if persisted in, unwilling subjection and 
never-ending misery. Soon the question of trick or 
feeding will merge in that of right or wrong; and 
your discipline should be so used in the earlier cases 
as to be needed as little as possible in the later. 
From the beginning give him good cause to feel 
kindly toward you and to treat you rightly, and teach 
him that you so deserve and expect. It is sometimes 
difficult to secure such respect to your will, and some 
parents give way under the feeling that it is cruel to 
contend with a little child, and with the hope of get- 
ting the mastery later, only to find the contests 
fiercer, and the means necessary to a right ending 
more and more painful to both parent and child. 
Believe me, the earliest settlement is the easiest and 
the kindest. It chooses a little pain now rather than 
much more in the future, a loss of pleasure for a - 
moment in order to a greater and lasting satisfaction. 

Now, when you have decided rightly in any case, 
and the child sets his will against yours, the conten- 
tion is with his perverted self-love and inherited 
moral weakness, stirred up by the powers of evil, who 
hope to gain an advantage, even so early, by the 
making of evil habits, and to make your kind firm- 
ness an occasion of breaking down his love and trust. 
You could, of course, hold his good-will for the time 
by letting him have his own way in everything. But 
this would tend to make him by and by one of the 
sort who pout or whine or scold on every crossing of 
the will with, “You don’t love me; you won’t let me 
enjoy anything I want,” and with this-—misery. 
How will he learn to love, trust, and obey his heavenly 
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Father, who will not tolerate evil in him when he 
becomes accountable, if you let it run now rather 
than put his love and trust under a passing trial ? 

If your right course in this is a hard one, it be- 
comes also a trial of your loyalty to God and your 
faith in Him. Go, then, to Him for love and wisdom 
and strength for your whole duty. Ask Him to give 
you the victory, and to make the experience a bless- 
ing to the child. Believe that He will do so, for, 
without such belief in His interest in the outcome, you 
cannot do your best. Then study the case from God’s 
point of view. Disobedience is more than a wrong- 
ful resistance to rightful authority. In the account- 
able it is a failure of love and trust. Now, though 
your child has not yet reached that stage, he is on 
his way to it, and you must so deal with him now 
as to insure his having right ideas then. Adopt God’s 
ways towards good and evil. Show your approval of 
what is right, and disapproval of what is wrong; but 
let your child see that in any case of wrong you suffer 
while you wait on his return to right doing. As soon 
as he is able to realize wrong-doing as against you, 
call for sorrow and renewal of love and trust towards 
you, and let him know that you can only forgive him 
when he has met these just demands. This will pre- 
pare him for God’s methods with him when he be- 
comes accountable. If you have need to punish him 
beyond this, prayerfully consider it, and measure the 
discipline justly. As to the necessity and wisdom of 
punishment, the Bible is plain (Prov. xxii, 15; xxiii, 
13; xxix, 15, etc.). A right use of discipline will give 
him right views of it. When he observes the difference 
between your dealings with him when he resists you 
and those when he submits, he will soon see the good 
of willing obedience, and come to the moral ground, 
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in which the “must” and “must not” link with the 
“ought” and “ought not” of the higher level. But 
as soon after this as possible he must settle finally on 
love and trust, which furnish the highest grounds 
and the strongest motives. For this teach him: “I 
Tike to please you because I love you. You love me; 
will you please me?” ‘This is not as if you said, “I 
will please you if you will please me.” Bargain mak- 
ing should have no place in this. The child’s love 
must be free from all compulsion save that which is 
found in love. It is, however, perfectly right to teach 
him that love is proved by obedience, and that when 
he does not care to please you it is plain proof that 
he does not love you as he ought. Christ so taught 
when He said, “If ye love Me, keep My command- 
ments” (John xiv, 15, 24, etc.). The earlier this is 
taught, the more easily and thoroughly will it be 
learned. In teaching trust as a reason for obedience 
you must show justice and faithfulness in all your 
dealings with him and others; you must keep your 
word of promise and warning alike. So he will learn 
to obey you readily because he loves and believes in 
you fully, and this will prepare him for the later and 
larger loyalty to his heavenly Father. 

The child, however, will have to do with others 
as well as with you. For his own sake, as well as for 
theirs, he must learn to love these; to be reasonable 
and unselfish, and to treat his elders with respect. 
He must be so trained as to find it easy to accept 
from God, at the threshold, the higher and broader 
law of the love of all men as he loves himself. On 
the way to this he must be taught that a true sclf- 
love does not claim more than its due; and you must 
see to it that he is not imposed upon, and that he 
does not impose upon others. 
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While all this is going on, conscience will be 
forming, and all his experiences will be shaping his 
ideas of right and wrong. He must be protected, 
partly by keeping him out of the way of evil people 
and partly also by checking and, if needs be, openly 
resisting those whose example may hurt him. If an 
immediate protest cannot wisely be made, you can 
leave that for a better time; and say to the child, 
when alone with you, what may serve to turn aside 
the mischief. Moreover, while always fulfilling the 
law of love to others, you should make character the 
great test for respect; and especially in the choice of 
those who, as your friends, will not only enter your 
home and make its moral atmosphere, but will also 
show to your child what sort of people you like. 

Following on the growth of conscience will come 
his sense of the power to resist temptation. He has 
often yielded to your wish when opposed to his own, 
and found no reason to regret it. Every such ex- 
perience is a gain. Tell him, in warning, when a 
fight ig at hand; approvingly when it has been fought 
and won: “You can be a good boy if you choose.” 
Gradually the idea will become fixed in his mind and 
will join with conscience to enable him to meet his 
accountability. 

Until your child learns of God, the product of 
such love, trust, and obedience towards yourselves and 
human society as come through grace and right train- 
ing will be a general child-goodness, the promise of 
greater things to come with the growth of knowledge 
and strength. Its measure will be that of your faith- 
fulness. 
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Training Under the Knowledge of 
God 


The second period of your child’s moral infancy 
will begin with his finding of God, and must be spent 
in so coming to know Him that by the time he reaches 
the threshold he shall be firmly bound to Him by love 
and trust. It is not merely a deciding for God at 
that tame that you must seek for him, but that he 
shall have settled it by the heart far in advance of 
the head. The longer his spirit has been filled with 
this consciousness of oneness with God, the more rad- 
ical and lasting will be his purpose and power. 

How early will he discover God? I cannot tell, 
and you need not know. And, as to the manner of it, 
God may reveal Himself in some direct way, but He 
generally employs human agency. Take a probable 
line. You gather at morning and evening and read 
out of the Bible, and kneel, and he is required to be 
still and silent. One of you will speak to a Person 
whom the child cannot see, but will understand to be 
present and listening. What is this Book? Who is 
this Listener? Why this stillness and seriousness ? 
You will tell him, “God,” and he will remember to 
have heard you mention that name in your reading 
and praying, and at other times, and always with 
reverence. Public worship will give him the same 
thoughts, and he will see that other people than your- 
selves know and approach the unseen Listener. He 
will observe that you sometimes worship apart from 
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any gathering of family or church. All of these oc- 
casions, taken together, will gradually make God real 
to him. When you call him to join with you, he will 
learn how to worship, and the more sincerely and 
perfectly you do your worshiping and hold his at- 
tention to it, the sooner and more easily and fully 
will he learn to do likewise. 

Soon he will want to talk to God on his own ac- 
count. That will bring God closest to his conscious- 
ness. How shall you teach him? Tell him first 
some simple facts about God and himself, leading 
step by step to the act of prayer; and dwell upon 
each until he is sure of it. Tell him that God is 
good. This he will understand by what it is for him 
to be good, and though his goodness falls infinitely 
short of God’s, it fits as far as it goes and is ample 
for a beginning. Then, that God loves him. He will 
understand this by your love. He knows that you 
want him to love you, and now God wants him to love 
Him; and you want this, too. He loves you; will he 
not love God, too? He knows that you want him 
to be good; so does God, and He can make him good. 
God is here; will he ask Him? Kneel with him and 
prompt him. He need not know how God does it, 
but the Spirit will answer his prayer with a good 
feeling which he can enjoy without understanding it. 
God has many ways of answering prayer, and will 
always do it in the way best for the one who prays. 
You can safely assure him that none are more cer- 
tainly blessed by God than little children who really 
pray to Him. 

When he tells you that God makes him good when 
he prays, tell him that if he wants God to do this all 
the time he should go often to Him. So lead him to 
ask and expect more good, and yet more good, until 
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that thought of praying with a purpose is well fixed in 
his mind and heart. After each experience of the good 
feeling, teach him to thank God for it, for He calls 
for thanksgiving with our requests (Phil. iv, 6), and 
this is as right for the child as for anybody. Show 
him how kind it is of God to make him welcome at 
all times, and to answer his prayers; then teach him 
to pray for a thankful spirit. 

When he has a firm hold on the central idea of 
one petition, suggest another. Help him to reach 
out for himself; to bring temporal and passing in- 
terests, and, in praying. about these, always to ask 
God for such good if it pleases Him, and so to learn 
that highest form of trust which is not afraid to leave 
all uncertain matters to His choice. If he brings a 
useful idea, say, “Now pray for that.” If his thought 
is cloudy, clear it; if it is mistaken, correct it. You 
may not be able to explain the difficulty, but you can 
point out the right course, even though it may be 
only to pray for guidance and wait till he gets it. 
In all this coming to God, train him to be honest ; 
to say what he means, and mean what he says; else 
he will fall into a hurtful formalism, which God for- 
bid! It will greatly help to prevent this if you sug- 
gest new wordings of his prayers; it will also enlarge 
his mind and freshen his interest. At family wor- 
ship mention him by name, praying for him in the 
terms of his common use. That will show your in- 
terest, and confirm his desire and expectation. 

From the time that he knows that whatever 
grieves you also grieves God, call him, upon anything 
of the kind, to prayer for His forgiveness, in addi- 
tion to seeking yours. He can do this before he 
knows anything of coming by Christ; indeed, for this 
the practice will prepare him. 
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The Fatherhood of God will be readily under- 
stood from his human father, who must, therefore, 
be truly like Him. God, as Creator, too; you will 
find plenty of material in the great kindergarten of 
nature. God as a Lawgwver can come into his thought 
by a link with your own home rule. You have been 
directing and forbidding him, saying, “Do this” and 
“Do not do that,” and he has learned to obey you. 
So also God says, “Do” and “Do not,” as it is His su- 
preme right to do, and we must all obey, even father 
and mother. He must be able to see that your lives 
are made up of glad and continual obediences. Then 
all of God’s laws are good and kind, and it is right 
and wise of us to keep them. These facts once within 
his grasp, you can tell him what God says about the 
things you wish him to do or avoid, supporting your 
word by the divine, and from that time making this 
the chief ground of your directions. You will prop- 
erly teach him that the Fifth Commandment and 
others require him to obey you (Exod. xxii, 12; Eph. 
vi, 1-3; Col. iii, 20). But remember that if your 
child is to obey you “in all things,” God will hold you 
to account as sinning against both Him and the child 
if you require of him anything contrary to His will. 
Right and wrong have become familiar in his dealings 
with you. Carry these into his thought of God’s 
laws, and make it clear to him that nothing is right 
or wrong simply because God says so, but that He 
calls it so because if it is right it helps, and if it is. 
wrong it hurts, and that when we cannot judge for 
ourselves we can depend on His judgment and Word. 
Then, too, God is honored, just as you are, by his 
right doing, and dishonored if he does wrong. The 
will and glory of God are thus bound up with the 
child’s interests and yours. 
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Thus far, however, he only knows of God as one 
Person. He must now find His Son as Jesus Christ, 
whose humanity will bring Him wonderfully near to 
the child nature. He will learn of Him as coming 
into the world as a little Child like himself; then 
as a growing Boy, who astonished learned men by His 
knowledge and yet was not above obeying His human 
mother; by and by growing into a splendid man- 
hood, in which little children found Him a Friend 
who would not allow even His best men friends to 
drive them away from Him, but took them up into 
His lap, put His hands on them, and blessed them. 
If he had been there Christ would have done that to 
him. Then on to the Saviour’s teachings, especially 
those about children. And the cross! He must see 
that Christ died that we might be saved and made 
good; that He died for him as much as for anybody; 
that this is the greatest proof of God’s love to him, 
and that it is because of that death that he is saved 
and happy. If this is rightly told, it will melt him 
to tears and fill his swelling heart with resolves to 
love, believe, and obey Him always. Then His rising 
from the grave and going up to heaven, where by and 
by he will be with Him forever. All this will be true 
to his child-trust. 

From the divine Son you can go on to teach him 
of the divine Spirit, whom he should know as loving 
little children who, through His influence, want to be 
good. He will become very real when He is known 
to be the source of all his own good feelings «nd 
right doings, and of the very life of his soul. 

When your child has learned of Christ, teach him 
to pray to Him as God; and so to the Holy Spirit, 
when He comes into view; and then to gather the 
three Persons into his thought as one, “My God.” 
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When he finds, with these changes of address, the 
same blessings in answer, he will know the doctrine 
of the Trinity as he could not by any other means. 
He will learn why his praises and prayers are accept- 
able when inspired by the Spirit and presented to 
the Father through Christ. 

What you teach him about God will prepare him 
for grasping the certainty and meaning of his being 
a child of His. Tell him then the things that I have 
already told you about him in this relation; and, 
above all, make it clear to him that he could not have 
been saved but for God’s grace in Christ and the Holy 
Spirit. Give him a fact, and time to reflect and ask 
questions about it; then another, “You are God’s 
child.” He will understand this by what it is to be 
your child. “You are God’s good boy; you want 
always to do what pleases Him, do you not?” Then, 
“Why?” He has become accustomed to ask God to 
make him good, and to find his wishes and ways 
reaching out Godward for this asking. “But you 
would never have wished to be good if God had not 
given you that wish;” and later the same with, “if 
God had not given His Son to die for you and be 
your Saviour.” Then carry forward the truth about 
Christ on this line until he sees what Christ has to 
do with his being God’s good boy. Then: “I have 
something more. You would never have been good or 
wished to be, if God had not given you His Good Spirit 
to make you so,” and follow the work of grace in 
that direction. Give him all this and as much more 
as he can receive; it will help him to increase in 
love, trust, and obedience to his God as He grows 
before his spiritual vision from day to day, until his 
devotion shall greatly exceed that which he gives to 
you, and ever increase. 
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Perplexities will arise; do not discourage him 
from bringing them to you. Deal with them prayer- 
fully and patiently. If the explanations are beyond 
his understanding, frankly say so, but promise him 
to tell him when he can grasp them, and give him 
practical direction for his immediate needs. Send 
him, as he grows, more and more to God for direct 
help. The Spirit’s power and working alone explain 
the Saviour’s thanks to His Father because He had 
revealed these things unto babes (Matt. xi, 25; Luke 
x, 21), and His use of Psalm viii, 2 (Matt. xxi, 16), 
“Out of the mouths of babes and sucklings Thou hast 
perfected praise.” 

A word as to the use of song. Sing for him from 
the outset; and, as soon as he can use them, teach 
him simple hymns, always explaining what they mean 
so that they may not become formal, absurd, or merely 
religious playthings. So used, they will greatly help 
him to enjoy his growing consciousness of God and 
His loving will for him. 
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At the Threshold 


If we cannot tell at what stage of the knowledge 
of human relations God will come into your child’s 
view, neither can we say when the crisis of moral 
choice will arise. I will assume that your training 
and the convictions wrought by the Holy Spirit have 
brought him near to the Christian as well as the moral 
form of accountability. Not only will he have been 
enjoying a real salvation, but also, side by side with 
this, the experience of God’s will as he has learned 
it, and with a growing sense of its good for him. 
That good, in that measure, could not have been 
brought to him by any short effort made at the thresh- 
old, however earnestly you might have sought it. 

Do not expect the coming to be marked by any 
unusual signs. If they arise, work with them; if 
not, be sure that they were not necessary to your 
success. Leave them to God. But there are certain 
natural signs by which you can know when it is draw- 
ing near; and a work which you must then do to 
prepare him for a safe crossing. 

When you see that his conscience and sense of 
power to choose between right and wrong have come 
to a point at which the common experiences of his 
life are being met with an active and clear child- 
judgment, you may know that he is ready for the 
direct leading. 

First, remind him: “You are, and always have 
been, God’s child, and if you had died before this 
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time He would have taken you to heaven. Has He 
not been kind to you?” He will be sure of that. 
Then: “Now God wants you still to be His good boy ; 
and, if you live long enough, His good man; and 
whenever you may die, to have you with Him for 
ever. Do you not want this, too? If you want it, 
there is something for you to do. God has saved 
you till now without your doing it, because you could 
not; but you are now getting to be able, just as you 
are to read and do many other things. We gave you 
to God in your first days, when you could not give 
yourself to Him. Now you can; and He wants you 
to do so, and so do we;” and so to the reasons. If 
he shows that he does not yet grasp the thought 
clearly, you may know that his time has not quite 
come, and you must wait. No harm has been done; 
the idea will grow, and you can patiently water it 
day by day. If he shows that he understands you, 
then watch for his response. Whether encouraging 
or disappointing, it will show direction. If he is 
heartily ready to give himself to God, depend upon 
it his readiness is of the good Spirit, and you can 
safely lead him to the act. 

But he will almost surely be tempted at this point 
to refuse or delay. He may overcome the temptation, 
of course; but if he does not, the crisis must needs 
continue until he gets such a sense of the nature and 
tendency of the temptation as will make him account- 
able for his action in regard to it. He must be taught 
to judge of the character of the influences that will 
then be directly working for the helping or hindering 
of a right decision, led by the Holy Spirit for the 
life of holiness, and by Satan for the life of sin. 
The temptations presented to one so trained and 
guarded and, thus far, responsive to good, will not 
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likely be to the openly vile, or bristle with outspoken 
defiances of God. They will, rather, be crafty; Satan 
coming as an angel of light (1 Cor. xi, 14). But 
whatever his method, his one purpose will be to allure 
from love, trust, and obedience to God. Now, while 
you will shield your child in all ways, you cannot cut 
him off from all the temptations that are designed 
to confuse and warp his judgment at that time. 
Realize this power of evil, and reveal it to him as 
far as it is needed; but do not get into a panic your- 
selves, nor suffer him to do so. Your love must be 
- wise as well as faithful. It will not serve him with- 
out the calm assurance that the God who has thus 
far saved your child is able and ready now to give 
him the victory over all his foes. Help him by a 
supreme effort of personal influence. Infect him with 
your faith. Now will his confidence, gained by your 
past care of his spiritual interests, be of great avail. 
Whatever there may be of independence natural to 
his growth, he will still turn at that time to you. 
Then do you turn him more and more to God, who 
will again increase his love and trust toward you, 
and thus the co-working of the divine and human 
will happily proceed. 

It may be put into his mind that he has a nat- 
ural right to please himself, and that there is no 
telling what God will want him to do, or to sacrifice, 
if he gives up his life fully to Him. This is a very 
common temptation at that period. If his conscience 
is not already instructed to see the evil of such 
thought and fear, he will need help. The Spirit will 
speak, but so must you. How well it will be that 
you can remind him that, often as he has given up 
his way for your sake, you have never taken any 
unkind advantage of his trust, but have all the more 
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planned to help and please him because he trusted 
you. So will it be, and more fully and certainly, with 
his heavenly Father, who loves him infinitely more 
than you can do. The willingness to give up his 
will to God for all his future can only come by love 
and trust; but he has become accustomed to using 
these. Everything is in his favor. 

Your child, rightly trained, will know that to hold 
to God and goodness will assure to him happiness and 
satisfaction, and that to take the other course will cause 
him to lose these. Satan will deny this, and urge 
that there is greater happiness in a life of assumed 
independence of God—the old lie of Eden. Show 
him that, however much of a certain sort of pleasure 
there may be in having our own way when it is not 
God’s way, or in refusing what He asks or in doing 
what He has forbidden, it is a false sort and can only 
last in the seeming until the character and mischief 
of it all, in personal hurt and the wrath of God, are 
realized. It was so with our first parents. The for- 
bidden fruit looked so attractive, and the promise 
of real and lasting advantage from eating it was so 
positive, that they ventured into the sin. Then were 
their eyes opened indeed—not to happiness, but to 
curse and pain and shame. This is the way with all 
sin. Set against this limited and fleeting pleasure 
that which is true and abiding, which comes from 
the doing of right, and the smile of God upon it. The 
constant disapproval of his heavenly Father should 
appear to him as a thing to be feared and avoided. 
He would be sad indeed under yours. Carry that 
thought forward and show him that while God’s 
favor can give him eternal joy, His disfavor must, 
along with the blaming of himself for his sin and 
folly, create eternal misery. Teach him whatever is 
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clearly shown by the Word as to this, not forcing any 
meaning upon it that it cannot carry, nor treating 
any of its types as weak or meaningless. Neither 
Christ nor the inspired writers used any type that 
did not represent a reality. The sentence of God’s 
judgment on each person capable of moral choice 
will be set by his choosing good or evil in this life. 
We may believe, if we choose, that the blessedness of 
the saved and the misery of the lost will be in degree 
according to God’s knowledge of them and their pos- 
sibilities, but when we have reduced the whole ques- 
tion to the simplest lines agreeing with Scripture, we 
still know that whatever heaven means it is good, and 
we want our children to enjoy it; and whatever hell 
means, it is evil, and we want them to avoid it. Now, 
if it is right to use heaven as an attraction to a holy 
life, it must be equally so to use hell as a means of 
turning against evil. So did Christ and His apostles, 
and you can safely follow them. 

When you have laid these facts before your child, 
and you still believe, judging by the signs and con- 
firmed by the Spirit, that he is at the parting of the 
ways, your next step will be to bring him to such 
tests as will settle it beyond doubt and to make them 
as helpful as possible to a right course. They should 
be made calmly and tactfully, else you may rush him 
into a wrong decision by your very anxiety to prevent 
it. Seek special preparation and direction from God; 
do nothing without His counsel. Some marked provi- 
dence may open your way; circumstances beyond 
your control may affect your action; but your natural 
line of movement may be easily seen and followed. 

Your teaching of duty and call to it ought to 
suffice. He cannot help choosing. Hither conscious 
neglect or intentional delay will be a choice, and the 
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wrong one. Yet he may not see either to be so, but 
think of it as merely a taking of time to consider 
the matter, with a half-formed purpose to attend to 
it soon. Of the courses possible, none is so seemingly 
harmless and so really dangerous as this putting off 
of the duty. If this is his mind, show him that as 
it is wrong to neglect or delay obedience to you, so 
it is, in a far higher degree and with more serious 
consequences, to do so with God, who is even now 
waiting on his obedierice. Ask him to take the mat- 
ter at once to Him in prayer, that he may be enabled 
to do it. His past use of prayer will help him, and 
if he takes it to God the question is virtually settled, 
for He will say to him just what he then needs to 
that end. 

He may, however, under temptation, be unwilling 
to do this. You may then ask: “Why do you not 
wish to talk to God about it? You have been used 
to do so about other things. Is it not the right way 
in this?” To such questioning he can scarcely fail 
to give you some useful clue. If he is waiting on 
some special occasion, tell him that it can never be 
better done than when he first sees that he ought to 
do it. If, however, with the clearing of immediate 
hindrances, he is still unwilling to pray about it and 
be helped by the Holy Spirit to a right decision, show 
him that this really means, and God will understand, 
that he is unwilling to love and trust and obey Him 
any longer. This should be your last resort, taken 
only when you have exhausted all other right means 
and have no doubt as to his moral choice being in 
exercise. It should be a help to him. In the face 
of it only a resolute purpose could make him to per- 
sist In neglect. JI am persuaded that a child so 
trained would not resist beyond this point, and I 
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have only carried the advice thus far to meet a rare 
exception. Somewhere along this route any hin- 
drance may be found and dealt with. So I will 
gladly return to the more probable experience. 

When he has resolved to take the right course, 
make plain to him what is concerned in his self- 
dedication. He will give himself to God with all his 
love, trust, and other powers, for time and eternity, 
in the name of Christ and by the power of the Holy 
Spirit. This is his act of love. He will also believe 
that God, for Christ’s sake, and by His Spirit, ac- 
cepts his dedication and seals afresh his salvation; 
that he is saved now not, as in his past, without his 
choice, but because by grace he chooses to continue 
his relation to God for ever. This is his act of trust, 
and corresponds to that which is exercised by an 
accountable sinner in conversion; and the two acts 
make the initial obedience of the new period of ac- 
countability that has come to him. God on His side 
of this covenant proceeds to fulfill His gracious prom- 
ises and gives the witness of His Spirit to His con- 
tinued acceptance of the child. 

Whether you shall be with him in the act must 
be determined by divine leading. If permitted, pray 
with and help him as you are led, but give him all 
the time he needs for direct dealing with God. If 
forbidden, pray for him apart and trust him fear- 
lessly to the care of the Holy Spirit. There are some 
advantages in his taking the great step alone with 
his God. For one thing, no after doubts can be built 
upon the notion that you over-persuaded or misdi- 
rected him at that time. 

When he can tell you that God has accepted his 
dedication, join with him in hearty thanksgiving. 
Mention it in family prayer; speak of it often enough 
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to encourage him by your evident confidence. Teach 
him to thank God for it at every fresh approach, and 
especially for the wnbroken relation. So dwell upon 
this as to impress him with its immense value, and 
that he may make it his life-resolve that it shall never 
be broken, but strengthened day by day. The godly 
on earth, the glorified “spirits of just men made per- 
fect,” and the angels will all rejoice with him and 
with you; and in the heart of infinite Love there will 
be an infinite joy because His purpose and yours have 
been so blessedly fulfilled. . 

Here, then, is the experience of a child crossing 
the threshold in a saved state, and able, with its con- 
tinuance, to declare that he cannot remember the 
time when he was not sure of God’s favor and his 
own loyalty. When such witness is based, not on the 
conscious presence of spiritual influence only, or the 
absence of a conscious wandering from God, but on 
the accepted merits of Christ and the work of the 
Spirit, held by self dedication, and the life is found 
in plain agreement with this, it can be accepted with- 
out hesitation. 

You will now readily believe that as your child 
cannot fully and satisfyingly settle the greatest ques- 
tion of his life at any earlier time, so also that at no 
later time will natural conditions be so favorable to 
God’s purpose. Whatever he might gain in capacity 
and knowledge by delay would be far more than bal- 
anced by the hardening of conscience and will, 
through the growing habits of unbelief and neglect. 
And if the helpful influences from without are fewer 
or weaker than at some later time, it will be so be- 
cause you have failed in your duty. Nothing will be 
wanting on God’s part. But you have set your hearts 
and hands to yours, and His grace will not fail you. 
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Perils, Possibilities, and Profession 


The work of grace done at self-dedication will not 
put the spiritual state of your child beyond change. 
The rest of his life will be a probation. He will 
become capable of responsible sin, and Satan will still 
strive to turn him from his God. You must show 
him his dangers, but always as conquerable when met 
in the strength of his Lord. Give him the divine 
promises and warnings. Turn into child language 
such passages as 1 Cor. x, 13; Matt. xxvi, 41; and 
tell him stories of successful Christian living by 
little people. 

There are three perils special to his case. The 
first is that, not having known any conscious oppo- 
sition to God, he may easily fail to realize clearly 
that all his goodness has been the fruit of grace, 
either working directly or through your training and 
other helpful influences. Guard him by showing that 
it would have been impossible apart from the sacrifice 
of Christ and the work of the Holy Spirit, and that 
he will always be dependent on these. 

The second is that since he has known no sense 
of estrangement or condemnation, no turning from 
Satan to God, but only a confirming of his first ex- 
perience, there will be a lack of contrast between that 
earlier life and the later which the tempter may use 
to create a feeling that the unbroken relation is noth- 
ing very wonderful, and so not to be grealty valued 
or protected. He may even feel a sense of unreality 
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in his case when he hears the accounts of those who 
have come up from open vice or fierce struggles of 
the will, and who therefore have a strong sense of 
danger and deliverance. But, however great God’s 
work in them, he will have even more cause for re- 
joicing and gratitude. I envy his experience and 
would gladly forego my seeming advantage for the 
undoing of the years of rebellion. 

The third danger is of his being led to assume 
that with such a beginning he need not be so careful 
to learn God’s will, or so watchful against temptation 
as he must have been after a life of sin. But these 
are now as necessary to him as to anybody; his ad- 
vantage from his past will be in the ease and success 
with which he can use them, when he does so 
promptly and faithfully in the power of God. 

From his perils I gladly turn to his possibilities 
in good. With the care advised, his constancy will 
be sustained. Grace will always be ready and suffi- 
cient. Those who are early saved hold their Christian 
life more generally than those converted later. But 
he must grow in grace. He is called on to love his 
God with all his heart, soul, mind, and strength 
(Deut. vi, 5; Matt. xxii, 37); and as these expand 
they must be kept full of love and exercised in it. 
But this will depend on a full and growing faith. 
With these his life will be, as was said of one, a con- 
tinual “Yes” to his heavenly Father. For this the 
unbroken relation will be the best of all encourage- 
ments; and I find nothing in Scripture, reason, or 
observation to suggest any difficulty special to the 
child in living the holy life. Perfection is as possible 
to the babe as to the full-grown man. If complete- 
ness and proportion of parts, capacity, health, and 
natural growth of body, mind, and soul are present, 
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there is perfection without regard to age or stage of 
progress. Maturity comes only with growth; but this 
is most rapid in the life that is thoroughly healthy. 
These things are as true of the soul as of the body. 

The child is also called to a true love of himself, 
and a like love of all men, in the second of the great 
laws (Lev. xix, 18), confirmed by Christ (Matt. xxii, 
39; Mark xii, 31; Luke x, 27): “Thou shalt love 
thy neighbor as thyself.” He must enter into God’s 
love and will for both. Then he will gladly do what 
is in his power to carry out the divine purposes in 
all human life. 

If you ask what a child can do, I answer, any- 
thing that God will set him to do, for He will not 
give him tasks beyond his natural powers without also 
providing special influences or cooperating agencies 
sufficient to the aims in view. He loves any child too 
much to do him any such wrong, and cares too much 
for the success of His plans to imperil them by using 
an unsuitable agent. Trust Him, then, to use your 
child as His infinite love and wisdom sees fit, and to 
protect him by His infinite power from all harm in 
the using. Fearlessly engage his heart in a true sym- 
pathy for all in sin and need. Tell him of children 
who have been made the means of helping others to 
love God, and of doing other good. He will soon 
have experiences of his own to tell. Let him do 
little things; these often exceed in fruitfulness the 
more ambitious efforts. Advise and guide him, but 
do not discourage him from any true service, or suffer 
others to do so. Teach him to work under the direc- 
tion of older Christians. In the spirit of Hannah, 
take him to his pastor and say that when he knows 
of anything that the Lord has for a little boy to do, 
here is a willing one. I feel sure that God will use 
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him in bringing other little ones forward in the un- 
broken relation. Godly parents will be glad of such 
help, and he will also do more good than we can guess 
among the children of the unsaved. 

You ask if there will not be some danger at that 
point of spiritual pride because of his experience of 
the unbroken relation, as yet so rare. There will not 
be if you teach him from the first knowledge of his sal- 
vation, while he is yet a moral infant, that it is not of 
his making or deserving, but of God’s grace, and the 
right of every child. Satan will tempt him, of course, 
as he tempts sinners who have come up from the 
depths to boast of the mighty change following a rad- 
ical conversion as if God had favored them above 
others. Both must learn to give all the glory to Him 
and to see thmselves and all men as He sees them. 
There will be nothing to hinder your child from bear- 
ing his witness to all that God has wrought in him 
with a true and natural humility. 

Early after self-dedication the child should be re- 
ceived by the visible church as a Christian by personal 
decision. The pastor should, of course, satisfy himself 
of the reality of the work of grace; and when this is 
assured there should be a hearty recognition by all of 
God’s family. He should share in all its spiritual 
privileges, including his Lord’s table. But whatever 
the church may do for him, it will still be yours to be 
his most loved and trusted human counselors. With 
continued faithfulness, the spiritual relation between 
you and him will grow stronger every day. 
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The Other Child 


We have thus far touched only the ideal experi- 
ence. You are now wondering what you should do 
with other possibilities. 

That child whom you believe to have passed the 
threshold of accountability without openly giving 
himself to God or turning away from Him: what 
must be done for him? If he has ever faced the duty, 
you do not know of it. 

First find out where he stands. Frank, yet kindly, 
questioning will probably call forth equally frank 
and ready answering. He may still hold his saving 
relation to God. If he does, there will be at least 
heart harmony with God, kept alive by the Holy 
Spirit from the threshold, and this either consciously 
accepted and shown, or more dimly seen and held 
with uncertainty. In either case test the experience 
by the foundation lines of love, trust, and obedience 
toward God in their life-wide application. If it be- 
comes plain that he is right with God, you should 
find no difficulty in leading him to self-dedication, 
which is as fitting then as at the threshold, and what 
I have said about that duty in relation. to the moral 
infant applies equally here. If he is less than cer- 
tain, Satan may suggest that he is good enough, and 
arouse resistance to a full and definite giving of him- 
self to God on the same grounds as with the child 
at the threshold. ‘You will remember the reasonings 
and tests in that case, which become suitable in this 
and as likely effective. 
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The outcome of your inquiries, however, may show 
that the child of your doubt has wandered from God. 
He has fallen into conscious sin; and, though con- 
victed of this by God’s Spirit, has done nothing to 
get right. This may have been repeated with a gen- 
eral and growing sense of indifference or resistance 
to the Spirit’s calls. He has thus come into need of 
conversion. 


You are also concerned to know what you should — 


do if, through error or defect in training, your loving 
care should fail to seeure the maintenance of salva- 
tion with the infant of our earlier conversations. 
You must not allow any fear of this to weaken your 
present faith and work, but neither must I leave you 
without guidance and encouragement for the possible 
event. 

What I shall now say applies equally to the two 
cases. The question is settled for the time being, 
and on the wrong side. Every moment is laden with 
guilt; upon every reminder either child finds him- 
self still on the same line of direction. He will prob- 
ably give the matter as little thought as possible; but 
in that very unwillingness to think justly about it 
there is sin. He most likely intends to be a Christian 
sometime when the immediate ends of his delay have 
been secured, or he may simply let the whole matter 
drift. But whatever his thought, God views his de- 
lay with absolute disapproval. His holiness is at issue 
with it. It is no time for ease; failure in your duty 
will bring hurt to him and condemnation to your- 
selves. Neither is it a time for panic. You need 
calm but resolute action. There is still strong ground 
for hope for his conversion, and the sooner you set 
yourselves to this, the greater will be the likelihood 
of success. Remember that both the power of habit 
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_ and the hardening effect of evil will grow every day. 
Resolve that you will save as much as possible of his 
life from Satan and sin for God and righteousness. 

Give yourselves to earnest study of the case and 
to prayer. If you have failed in love or faith, ask 
God to make you right and restore your privilege 
and influence as parents. If you have failed in train- 
ing, what I have said on earlier occasions will prob- 
ably show where the error or omission was made, and 
also the course to be taken, so that I need not repeat 
it. Bring up any arrears of teaching and personal 
influence. 

He must first listen to the Spirit’s voice and yield 
to His workings. Then he must be honestly sorry 
for having turned from and grieved God, and for 
every wrong arising out of his rebellion, and turn 
back to Him with confession and a right purpose for 
the future. He must ask for pardon, cleansing, and 
the new life, and believe that God for Christ’s sake 
and by His Spirit restores him to His favor and to 
the love, trust, and obedience which he had lost. Pur- 
sue this teaching until he sees it clearly; then bend 
all your powers to bring him to the doing. Believe 
that the Spirit is working with and through you, as 
well as directly on the child; you will then have 
confidence for the result. 

Whenever the state of his life shows itself in open 
sin, you must take notice of this and teach him that 
it proves that his heart is wrong and that his habits 
are but following a sinful direction. Show him that 
no sin that he has committed can ever be undone. 
God will forgive it if he asks Him rightly, and cleanse 
it from his conscience, but it will be eternally true 
that he committed it, and no power can make his life 
what it would have been if that sin had been avoided. 
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Apply this also to his refusal to give his heart and | 
life to God, which, as long as it continues, holds him | 
in sin. The sooner he turns to God, the less of sin | 
he will have to grieve over. Remind him of the dan- | 
ger from the hardening by sin and the settling of | 
evil habit, and the eternal consequences of all if per- 
sisted in. Above and beyond all, keep before him the | 
love and care of the heavenly Father neglected, the 
love and sufferings of the Saviour rejected, the love 
and strivings of the Spirit resisted. Show this by 
your own love and care, disappointment and grief, 
and assure him that God cares infinitely more about | 
it than you can do. This should appeal most power-— 
fully to him. Repeat your acts of love and faith | 
until they succeed. Seize upon every providential 
and gracious circumstance that can be used. Gladly 
welcome all human help that is evidently of God’s 
sending, but never cease to pray and believe that He 
will give you the joy, after all, of being the most 
influential of all His human agents in the salvation 
of your child. 
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Last Words 


We have now, in our thought, brought your little 
one to the boundary of the experience peculiar to 
his age and to where it touches that of the general 
body of believers. Now, looking backward over the 
course set for him, let us for a moment consider it 
as a whole. Is it not plainly in harmony with the 
will of our heavenly Father and His great plan for 
the salvation of all men? Is it at issue with honest 
science or experience? Can you imagine another way 
in which a child would be as likely to hold his steps 
with a lifelong faithfulness and satisfaction? Be- 
lieve me, it will bear all the tests of time and eter- 
nity, and justify your utmost confidence. 

While we have been discussing his future your 
child has only grown a few days older. The babe 
that you have dedicated to God with so noble and 
blessed an enthusiasm may pass from your sight be- 
fore you can carry his training to the threshold and 
self-dedication. If so, your hearts will be rent, but 
not your faith. You will be disappointed of your 
earthly opportunities, but not of your heavenly ex- 
pectations. The angels will bear away his ransomed 
spirit to the presence of his Lord. The best of care 
will be taken of him. Heaven is a perfect home. 
Judging by what we can see of God’s plans for this 
world, I believe that he will not be bound to an eter- 
nal infancy, but will grow in all ways. And since it 
would have been your duty to train him if he had 
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stayed with you, I cannot doubt that he will be 
trained there. Heaven is a perfect school. Your 
dedication will not have been in vain. God will but 
have taken your will for the deed, and a constant 
blessing will rest upon you here and upon your child 
yonder because of it. By and by you will find him 


and rejoice together for ever. This teaching is very ; 


real to me. Our second child was only lent to us 
for a few days. You can now understand our happy 
interest in the salvation of the moral infant. 

But, whatever the length of his life here, it may, 
in the way I have described, be filled fullest of good 
and raised to its highest possible level; while his life 
in heaven will be its eternal lengthening in a bliss 
that is not dimmed by the memory of a moment’s 
estrangement from God and a service that cannot 
suffer by any loss of value through the influence of 
a day lived in sin. Jt 1s the most perfect form of our 
most blessed hope. And of all our efforts to do good, 
none will be more certain of God’s approval and re- 
ward, none more satisfying to ourselves, more fruit- 
ful of blessing to our race, than those in which we 
have wrought faithfully, under the divine Hand, for 
the salvation of the little child. 
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